How Should We Use Apologetics? (9/7)

Cultivate the life of the mind to the glory of God

Job 28:28  And [God] said to man, 'Behold, the fear of the Lord, that is wisdom, and to turn away from evil is understanding.'"

Rom 12:2  Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect.

Col 2:8  See to it that no one takes you captive by philosophy and empty deceit, according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the world, and not according to Christ.

1Th 5:21  but test everything; hold fast what is good.

Pro 1:7  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge; fools despise wisdom and instruction.

Pro 9:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is insight.

Psa 111:10  The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom; all those who practice it have a good understanding.

Mat 22:37  And [Jesus] said to him, "You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.

Read second paragraph from section 1 on page 256 of Samples

Offer thoughtful and winsome answers to people’s questions

Take honest questions seriously and answer them thoughtfully

Use tough questions as an opportunity to research answers, reflect on them, and stretch your own understanding

Remember that your objective is not to win an argument

In discussion with non-Christians, apologetic arguments should draw attention to, and support, the truth-claims of Jesus Christ, particularly His unique claim of Lordship

Resist temptations to:

Quarrel with people

Engage in ad hominem attacks, i.e., attacking the person instead of addressing their argument

Get emotional

Remember Peter’s admonition to provide your reasons “with gentleness and respect”

Be extraordinarily conscious of how your life reflects your arguments.  Non-Christians are very zealous about pouncing on hypocrisy

Focus study on the best sources for consistent, truthful, and solidly Biblical answers

Know what is in the Bible

Your chance of providing a successful answer greatly increase if you are at least not astonished by the question

You don’t want your initial reaction to be “Really?  I didn’t know that was in there.”

Know what you believe about key topics like Scripture, God, the Incarnation, sin, salvation, knowledge, morals, human nature, human destiny and ultimate reality

Be conscious of the worldviews of others and yourself

Learn the rules of logic and debate so that you can formulate error free reasoning and avoid being deceived by the fallacious reasoning of others

Learn to speak clearly, concisely, graciously, and in a logically organized way

One way to approach it (Norman Geisler)

 The overall argument in defense of the Christian Faith can be put in twelve basic propositions. They flow logically one from another:
1.     Truth about reality is knowable, i.e., subjectivism is wrong.

2.     Opposites cannot both be true, including conflicting principles held by competing worldviews.

3.     The theistic God exists.

4.     Miracles are possible.

5.     Miracles performed in connection with a truth claim are acts of God to confirm the truth of God through a messenger of God.

6.     The New Testament documents are reliable.

7.     As witnessed in the New Testament, Jesus claimed to be God.

8.     Jesus’ claim to divinity was proven by an unique convergence of miracles (we took an alternate route by showing that other possibilities for Jesus do not correspond to the evidence)

9.     Therefore, Jesus was God in human flesh.

10.     Whatever Jesus (who is God) affirmed as true, is true.

11.     Jesus affirmed that the Bible (explicitly only the OT) is the Word of God.

12.     Therefore, it is true that the Bible is the Word of God and whatever is opposed to any biblical truth is false.

Where you start depends on where your listener is in his/her skepticism

